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This is a hands-on guide for graduate students and young researchers wishing to perfect the

practical skills needed for a successful research career. By teaching junior scientists to develop

effective research habits, the book helps to make the experience of graduate study a more efficient

and rewarding one. The authors have taught a graduate course on the topics covered for many

years, and provide a sample curriculum for instructors in graduate schools wanting to teach a similar

course. Topics covered include: choosing a research topic, department, and advisor; making

workplans; the ethics of research; using scientific literature; perfecting oral and written

communication; publishing papers; writing proposals; managing time effectively; and planning a

scientific career and applying for jobs in research and industry. The wealth of advice is invaluable to

students, junior researchers and mentors in all fields of science, engineering, and the humanities.
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In the editorial review - all stated is very true and extremely useful for any researcher studying the

biostratigraphy and evolutionary trends of the mammalian groups within this volume (hopefully

volume 2 is coming...someday!). HOWEVER, it is imperative that one double check references,

statements, timelines, etc., with collaborating information on the group studied in detail as I have

found some errors. Also, please note that each chapter is written by the "specialist" of that

group...but not all mammalian paleontologists will agree to their overview. Ahh...the wonders and

joys of academia! I am extremely pleased that each chapter on the groups of mammals discussed



are organized the same way, thus allowing for consistency and aid in reference localities that may

be applicable to several groups of mammals. Another pertinent point to remember is that this type of

study is never stagnant as new information regarding fossil finds in new strata and/or localities can

constrict or expand the timelines for particular genera, as I have found with the Oligocene fossils

found within the White River Badlands, particularly within the Orellan and Whitneyan "NALMAs."

Other researchers focused on particular groups would state the same. Nevertheless, this is an

excellent starting point for graduate students and other researchers - a must have reference book.

Publication references for each chapter appear thorough, it has an excellent index and a decent

locality database for each state. Additional information within this tome is also very useful,

particularly background data for the various geological times during the Cenozoic.
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